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Germany

• Largest GDP and population in the EU

• Globally the 4th largest economy,
3rd largest exporter and importer

• High degree of trade openness for an  
economy that size

• Large current account surpluses

• Larger share of (energy-intensive) 
industry than many other high-income
countries

• Moderate public debt, AAA-rated

• High degree of political stability
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Germany in the World
Competitiveness Ranking
(IMD, 67 countries)
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Challenges 
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Permanently higher energy prices

 Deindustrialisation?
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- 10.000 industrial jobs each and every month
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Trade Openness in Selected Countries
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China’s impressive rise 
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European Countries’ Largest
Trading Partners
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Equity Markets Betting on the New Germany
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Low public investment
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Not much change in Germany’s tax ranking

Property 
taxes

Rank

Cons.  
Taxes

Rank

Indiv.  
taxes

Rank

Corporate 
tax

Rank

Overall Rank

(number of 
countries)

1213353116 (38)2024

1214353118 (38)2023

1115263015 (38)2022

1112252915 (34)2020

3113132317 (34)2015

Source: Tax Foundation, International Tax Competitiveness Index, different years.  

International Tax Competitiveness Index (OECD countries) 
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Promoting digitization and fighting red tape 
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Company
headquarters
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Federal Election results in 2025

Union: CDU/CSU centre-
right, conservative party

SPD: centre-left, social-
democratic party

Grüne: centre-left, green 
party

AfD (Alternative für
Deutschland): right-wing, 
national-conservative
party

Linke: Left-wing socialist
party
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Europe’s population crisis: see how your country 

compares – visualised | Migration | The Guardian


